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Core Focus

•  Identifying quantities 1 to 10
•  Comparing, ordering, and writing numbers 1 to 10 
•  Analyzing, representing, comparing, and writing teen numbers
•  Reading and working with ordinal number names and symbols

Numbers 1 to 10

•   In Kindergarten, students worked with important concepts and skills to develop 
confi dence with numbers to 20. In Grade 1, students review and build on the 
concepts and use new models to represent numbers and numerals.

•   Students identify quantities of 1 to 10, recognize quantities by sight, write 
numerals 0 to 9, and match representations of the numbers 1 to 10.  
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14 ORIGO Stepping Stones   1 • 1.4

How can you quickly fi gure out 
how many fi ngers are raised 
without counting each one?

Matching Representations for 1 to 101.4

I know there are 10 fingers 
on 2 hands. Three fingers are 
down so its 3 less than 10.

What is another way?

Step Up 1. Write the number of fi ngers that are raised.

a. c.b.

f.e.d.

121214

In this lesson, ten fi ngers are used as a model to help students see 
the parts that can make a total of ten.

•   Recognizing quantities by sight, or subitizing, is an important skill because it is the fi rst 
step toward decomposing (i.e. pulling numbers apart) and composing, (putting them 
back together) mentally. These skills are foundational to strong computation strategies.

16
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ORIGO Stepping Stones   1 • 1.5

Recognizing Quantities by Sight1.5

Figure out the number of shapes on these cards without counting each one.

Step Up 1.  Figure out the number of shapes without counting 
each one. Write the numeral.

a. b. c. d.

Look at this card.

I can see four squares 
around the outside 
and one in the middle. 
So I know there are 
five squares.

121214

In this lesson, students match number name, numeral, and pictorial 
representations of 1 to 9.

Ideas for Home

•   Count small sets of objects, 
e.g. toys, blocks, or cookies.

•   Show ten fi ngers in diff erent 
combinations. Ask, “How 
many fi ngers are up?” Then 
ask, “How many more to 
make ten?” (Hint: “We can 
count fi ngers that are down”.)

•   Set out random numbers 
of pennies and ask “How 
many are there? How do you 
know?” Listen for strategies 
other than, “I counted.” (E.g. 
“I see 2 and 2 and that is 4”.)

•   Talk about diff erent ways to 
see the patterns of dots on 
dominoes. E.g. for 5 dots, say: 
“I see 4 around the corners 
and 1 in the middle”.

Grade 1, Module 1

Glossary

   Subitizing is the 
ability to instantly 
“see” the total of 
objects in a group without 
counting. This image could 
be seen as “4 in the middle 
with 2 on each side”, or “6 
in the middle and 1 on each 
side”, or “4 on each side”.

   These Deca Cards show 
2 parts that make a total 
of four.



Grade 1, Module # 
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Grade 1, Module 1

Numbers 1 to 20

•   To review teen numbers, students loop a group of ten and write the number of tens 
and ones; use a ten-frame to show a group of ten; and use a numeral expander 
to record one ten and some ones. 

•   The ten-frame helps students recognize quantities using the base of 10. Because 
the frame is always 10, students can visually recognize 10 without counting. Teen 
numbers can be expressed as “10 (the frame fi lled) and some more”.

20
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How many  are on this frame?

How do you know?

How could you use the frame and counters 
to show 12, 15, or 18?

Representing Teen Numbers1.7

Look at the picture below.
Write the number of counters.

 ten    ones

Step Up 1. Draw more  to match each numeral.

a.

14

b. c.

12

What do the counters 
beside the frame show?

17 12

121214

In this lesson, students represent teen numbers with fi ngers 
and ten-frames.

•    Students compare teen numbers using the language more than and less than. 
A pan balance is a visual model showing what is “equal” and what is “more” 
or “less”.

24
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Step Up 1.  Write the number of boxes on each truck. 
Loop  the truck in each pair that has the greater number.

Look at this picture. What do you see?

Why are the pans not balanced?

How many blocks are 
on the left pan?

How many blocks are 
on the right pan?

Which number is greater? 

How do you know?

ORIGO Stepping Stones   1 • 1.9

Comparing Teen Numbers1.9

What is another way you could 
show which number is greater?

a.

or

b.

or

c.

or

10
blocks

10
blocks

121214

In this lesson, students decide which of two teen numbers is greater.

•    While students may be able to write numbers (e.g. 10, 17, or 23), they may not 
be able to recognize that every two-digit number shows “groups of tens” and 
“ones left over”.

•    Numbers between ten and 20 are diffi  cult because we write them the reverse 
of how we say them (e.g. we write 1 then 4 and say “fourteen”). But for 20 through 
to 99, we say the numbers in the same way they are written (e.g. we write 2 
then 1, and say “twenty-one”).

Ideas for Home

•   Use pennies to build teen 
numbers shown with one 
group of ten and some ones. 

•   Compare two teen quantities 
and ask which is more and 
which is less (e.g. “Is 15 cents 
more or less than 18 cents? 
How do you know?”)

•   Practice ordinal numbers (e.g. 
fi rst, second, third) by using 
numeric order. E.g. say, “First, 
put out the plates. Second, 
put out the cups, then third, 
put out the napkins”, or ask 
questions such as, “Which 
book is sixth on the shelf?”

Glossary

   A ten-frame is used to 
recognize the parts of 10 and 
teen numbers. This shows 
16 as “10 and 6 more.”

   This is a numeral expander. 
The student will fold and write 
on one to show place value.

     


