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Glossary

   This called a number track. 
The student will use this 
model to develop a count-on 
strategy for addition.

 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 
+  = 

   The commutative property 
allows the order of the 
addends to be changed 
without changing the sum: 

5 + 2 = 7 and 2 + 5 = 7 

  These are called 
turnaround facts.

Ideas for Home

•   Use fi ngers or pennies to 
show a quantity and ask, 
“What is one more?” “What 
is one less?”

•   Find opportunities to count 
objects or pennies using 
“Think big, count small”. Start 
by saying 5 and count on 
the rest (5 and 3 more starts 
“fi ve” and then the count-on 
is “6, 7, 8”). 

Addition Using a Count-on Strategy

•   Reviewing numbers that come “just before” and “just after” another number is the 
foundation for students to count on and count back 1 or 2 from any number to 20.
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ORIGO Stepping Stones   1 • 2.1

What numbers are missing on this cube number track? How do you know?

Identifying One More and One Less2.1

Step Up 1. Write the numerals that are one less and one more.

a. one less one more

6

b. one less one more

3

c. one less one more

5

d. one less one more

9

e. one less one more

4

f. one less one more

2

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 13 15

Color red the cube that shows one more than 5.

Color blue the cube that shows one less than 5.

Color green the cubes that show one more and one less than 10.

Complete these sentences.

7 is one less than . 13 is one less than .  is one more than 3.

 
In this lesson, students determine numbers one more and one less, 
using a 1–15 number track. 

•   When asked what comes after a number, students often start at one and count 
up to the number. They need to “count all” every time. But with experience, they 
begin to count on or count back from any number.

•   Students learn the “count-on” strategy. (E.g. when combining 5 and 2, we could 
count on from 5 (“5, 6, 7”), or count on from 2 (“2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7”). The result is the 
same, but starting with the larger number is quicker.
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ORIGO Stepping Stones   1 • 2.3

What is a quick way to fi gure out
the total number of fi ngers raised?

Counting On from 52.3

I counted on from 5.

Use your quick way to fi gure out 
the total number of cubes.

Step Up 1. Start at 5 and count on. Write the numbers you say.

b.

c.

a.

5

5 6 7 8

In this lesson, students start with a quantity of 5 and are encouraged 
to count on 2 more.

Core Focus

•  Counting on and counting back in steps of 1, and 2
•  Using a number track to count on from numbers up to 20
•  Measuring lengths with non-standard units

Grade 1, Module 2 
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Grade 1, Module 2

•   Counting on is recorded as an addition number sentence (e.g. 5 + 2 = 7). 
The turnaround addition fact is also recorded (e.g. 2 + 5 = 7). 
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Step Up 1. Count on 1 or 2 pennies. Then write the addition sentence.

There are 6 pennies in this purse and some 
outside the purse.

How could you fi gure out the total
number of pennies?

What addition sentence could you write?

Using the Count-On Strategy with Coins2.5

ORIGO Stepping Stones   1 • 2.5

 
+  = 

a.

4  
+  = 

b.

 
+  = 

c.

 
+  = 

d.

 
+  = 

In this lesson, students use the count-on strategy with pennies, and 
then record the addition sentence. 

Measurement

•   Grade 1 Measurement begins with reviewing and extending 
comparison concepts practiced in Kindergarten.

In this lesson, students compare lengths using the language: longer, shorter, and wider. 

•   Although length is most often measured using a standard tool (e.g. a ruler or tape 
measure) and recorded in standard units (e.g. inches, feet, centimeters, meters), it 
is helpful to begin a child’s measurement experiences by using a nonstandard tool 
(e.g. a paper clip) and recording the length as a number of  those units.
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How could you use the blocks to 
measure the length of the pencil?

Does it matter which way 
the blocks are placed? Why?

Does it matter if gaps are left 
between the blocks? Why?

ORIGO Stepping Stones   1 • 2.10

Counting Non-Standard Units to Measure Length2.10

Step Up 1.  Color the objects that are about the same length 
as this cube train.

In this lesson, students use cubes to measure various items.

•   Students measure the same object with several diff erent units (e.g. measuring 
the length of the table using paper clips, and then using pencils) to see that the 
resulting measures will be diff erent.
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How many paper clips long is this 
toy truck?

How many cubes long is the truck?
What do you notice?

Has the length of the truck changed?

What other objects could be used 
to measure the toy truck?

Measuring Length Using Diff erent Non-Standard Units2.12

ORIGO Stepping Stones   1 • 2.12

Step Up 1.  Guess fi rst, then measure the length of this pencil using 
the objects below.

Length of the pencil

Measuring object My guess Measurement

cubes  cubes long  cubes long

links  links long  links long

pattern blocks  blocks long  blocks long

paper clips  clips long  clips long

a.

b.

c.

d.

In this lesson, students compare the length of items using both 
paper clips and cubes.

Ideas for Home

•   Use pennies to practice the 
count-on strategy. Start with 
a stack of pennies (e.g. 5) 
and ask the student to count 
on aloud as they add more 
coins to make nine. 

•   Use non-standard units such 
as paper clips or pennies to 
measure household items 
with the student.

•   Younger students often need 
help lining up the end of 
the row of paper clips with 
the end of the object being 
measured, and recognizing 
that it is important to not 
leave gaps between the 
paper clips as they are laid 
end to end.

•   Use language to compare 
length (e.g. short, shorter, 
and shortest) in everyday 
situations to help develop 
the student’s awareness 
of the attribute of length.

Glossary

   Nonstandard units help 
students see that all 
measurement involves 
counting the number of units.

This paintbrush is 7 links long.


