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Dear Family,
     Use with Ready Instruction Lesson 18

An object can be measured using many different units of length, such 
as inches, centimeters, or other objects. 

centimeters

inches
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0 1 2 3 4

The toy fire truck is 5 centimeters long. 
The toy fire truck is about 2 inches long.

It takes fewer inches than centimeters to measure the fire truck. 
An inch is longer than a centimeter, so you need fewer of them to 
measure an object. A centimeter is shorter than an inch, so you need 
more of them to measure an object.

Invite your child to share what he or she knows about measuring 
length with different units by doing the following activity together.

This week your child is exploring 
using different units to measure  
the length of an object.
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Different Units Activity

Materials: ruler, coins, household objects

• Play the following game with your child to help him or her see the 
results of measuring with longer or shorter units.
• Have your child pick an object to measure.
• Give your child a choice between measuring in inches, 

centimeters, pennies, or quarters. (Other small items like 
crackers or blocks can be used to measure.)

• Choose one of the remaining units for yourself. 
• Measure the object together, once for each unit. Measure to the 

nearest whole unit.
• Whoever needed fewer units to measure the object is the winner. 

• Use the table to keep track of your data.

Player 1 Player 2

Object

Unit

Measurement

• Tell your child that you pick centimeters to measure the object. 
Ask your child which unit they could pick in order to win the 
game. Test your child’s answer by playing again.

If I choose to measure 
with centimeters, what 
unit would you pick to 
beat me?


